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Beginning the path to earn a postgraduate or PhD scholarship might be stressful, but

with the correct plan and mentality, it is perfectly possible. Based on my personal

experience, I'd like to give some tips to assist you navigate this process with confidence

and clarity.

Start with a Strong Research Profile
The foundation of any successful scholarship application is a solid research profile. This

is your academic calling card, and it speaks volumes about your potential as a

researcher. But what does building a strong research profile actually mean?

First, focus on quality publications. Aim to publish your work in well-regarded journals

and at respected conferences in your field. Quality trumps quantity, but a balance of

both is ideal. For example, if you’re studying in the field of education, publishing in

journals like or presenting at conferences such as 

 will significantly boost your profile.

 Educational Research Review The

American Educational Research Association (AERA)

But don’t stop there—think about the impact of your work. How does your research

contribute to your field? Make sure you can articulate this clearly. Scholarship

committees and potential supervisors are looking for candidates who are not just

academically capable but who are also contributing new knowledge and insights.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/educational-research-review
https://www.aera.net/
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Once you’ve built a strong research profile, the next step is to understand how

scholarships work in the country where you want to study. Each country has its own

system, and the more you know, the better you can tailor your applications.

For instance, in Australia, the 

 is a common avenue for PhD funding. This scholarship covers tuition fees and

may also include a stipend for living expenses. However, it’s highly competitive, and

understanding the specific requirements can give you an edge. In some cases, RTP

scholarships are only available to domestic students, while others are open to

international applicants.

Australian Government Research Training Program

(RTP)

It’s also important to know the types of scholarships available. Some are fully funded,

covering all your expenses, while others might only cover tuition. Make sure you’re

aware of what’s on o�er and how each scholarship aligns with your financial needs.

Understand the Scholarship Landscape

https://www.education.gov.au/research-block-grants/research-training-program
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Securing a scholarship often involves more than just submitting an application; it

requires navigating the recruitment system of your target country. In many countries,

completing a master’s degree with a thesis is often preferred or even required for PhD

entry. This is because a thesis demonstrates your ability to conduct independent

research—an essential skill for a PhD.

But there’s another crucial element: securing a supervisor. In countries like Australia,

you often need a supervisor’s agreement before you can even apply for a scholarship.

This means that building relationships with potential supervisors should be a top

priority.

Master the Recruitment System
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 Start by attending conferences and workshops where you can

meet and engage with academics in your field. Universities often have online portals

where you can search for potential supervisors based on their research interests. For

example, if your research focuses on environmental science, you might look for

supervisors who have published extensively in that area.

How do you do this?

When you reach out to potential supervisors:

1. : Introduce yourself, explain your research interests,
and make it clear how your work aligns with theirs.
Personalize your emails

2. : Attach your CV and a brief research proposal that
clearly demonstrates how your research interests intersect with their work.
Be concise but thorough

3. : Supervisors receive many inquiries, and
persistence is key. If you don’t get a positive response, refine your approach and
try again.

Don’t be discouraged by rejection

PerSIsTenCE PayS OfF

It’s rare to secure a scholarship on your first try. You might need to apply multiple

times, to di�erent universities, and even in di�erent countries, before you land one.

For example, if you initially aim for the UK but don’t succeed, consider broadening

your search to include Canada, Australia, or other countries that o�er strong research

programs in your field.

Each application you submit is a learning opportunity. Take note of the feedback you

receive, refine your approach, and apply again. The process may be lengthy and

sometimes frustrating, but persistence is often the key to success.
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Networking is an often-overlooked aspect of securing scholarships, but it’s incredibly

important. Building relationships with academics in your field can open doors that you

didn’t even know existed. Here are a few ways to e�ectively network:

1. : Participate in conferences and workshops, where you can
engage with leading academics and fellow researchers in your field.
Attend conferences

2. : Becoming a member of relevant academic societies can
help you stay connected with the latest research and networking opportunities.
Join academic societies

3. : Platforms like LinkedIn, ResearchGate, and even Twitter can be
valuable tools for connecting with academics and staying updated on their work.
Engage online

Good preparation is also essential. Before you apply, seek advice from mentors,

colleagues, or others who have successfully navigated the scholarship process. They can

o�er valuable insights, help you avoid common pitfalls, and provide the

encouragement you need to keep going.

Handling Rejection Constructively

Facing rejection is part of the journey, but how you handle it can make all the

di�erence. When a scholarship application is rejected, it’s natural to feel disappointed,

but it’s crucial to use that experience to strengthen your next application. Consider the

following steps:

Network, Prepare, and Seek Advice
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1. : If you receive feedback, use it constructively to understand
where your application might have fallen short.
Reflect on feedback

2. : Look at your research proposal with fresh eyes. Could it
be more aligned with current trends in your field? Does it clearly articulate its
significance?

Refine your proposal

3. : Use this time to build stronger relationships
with potential supervisors or collaborators. Their support can be instrumental in
future applications.

Strengthen your connections

Final Thoughts and Call to Action
Securing a postgraduate or PhD scholarship is a challenging but incredibly rewarding

journey. By building a strong research profile, understanding the scholarship landscape

in your target country, mastering the recruitment system, and maintaining persistence,

you can greatly increase your chances of success. Don’t forget the importance of

networking, thorough preparation, and seeking advice along the way.



What’s your next step?

Start today by researching potential supervisors or attending an

upcoming conference. Reach out to a mentor for advice or revisit

your research proposal with these tips in mind. Every small step

you take now brings you closer to securing that scholarship and

advancing your academic career. Keep pushing forward, stay

resilient, and don’t be afraid to reach out and make connections

that will support your academic aspirations. Your persistence and

dedication will pay off in the end.


